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A great many of those canals arc really drainage ditches, for one
quarter of the kingdom's territory is no land at all, in the usual
sense of the word, but merely a piece of the bottom of the sea
reclaimed from the fishes and the seals by endless labour and kept
dry by artificial means and perpetual watchfulness. Since 1450
thousands of square miles of land have been added to the country

LOCKS

by the draining of marshes and by turning lakes into * polders/
To make such a polder is really very easy if you know how. First,
you build a dike round the piece of water you have doomed to
destruction and on the outside of that dike you dig a wide and deep
canal, which is connected with the nearest river into which it can
pour its daily surplus by means of a complicated system of locks.
When that has been done, you construct a few dozen windmills on
the top of that big dike and furnish them with a pumping
machine. The wind or a small engine will then do the rest. When
all the water has been pumped out of the lake and has been
pumped into the canal, you dig a number of parallel ditches across